PREK
SAFETY & PRECAUTIONS SUMMARY
COVID-19 RESPONSE
The Highlands School
2020-2021
Mrs. Hickey, Mrs. Guerrero – PreK Teachers
Mrs. Saldi – Paraprofessional Educator
Mrs. Taylor – PreK Aide
*per CDC & Local Health guidelines – subject to change as need arises
**This summary is to be used in conjunction with the school’s Re-opening Plan sent
by Dr. Pennell on July 17, 2020

DAILY SCREENING
& ARRIVAL
• All students & staff will be screened upon arrival. We will check for the following:
• Temperature (less than 100.0 to stay in school)
• Contact with a person who tested Covid-19 positive?
• Does your child or anyone in your household have reason to believe that they may be infected
with covid-19?
• Does your child have an unexplained cough? (not due to allergies, for example)
Screening will be done prior to entry into the Preschool area.
v Parents will meet a designated teacher at the carpool lane for daily check-in procedures.
v We ask for parents to unbuckle their child and help them out of the car.
v After the initial screening, we will walk your child in.

A DAY IN PREK
• PODS:
• Children who are present in school will be grouped into pods depending on the total number in the class. Pods will
have no more than 8 students and will remain in their pod, unless deemed necessary by a teacher to change pods.

• ROTATIONS:
• Children will move in rotations for instruction, snack, playground, and lunch.
• We are still planning the details – so please bear with us as we brainstorm how the rotations will be.

• DISINFECTING & SANITIZING:
• We will disinfect after every rotation. Children will wash their hands or use hand sanitizer before each rotation.
Extensive guidance will be given to the children so that they learn how to correctly wash their hands.

• PLAYGROUND
• Children will have access to the playground. The school has electrostatic sprayers to disinfect the equipment.

• LUNCH:
• As part of a rotation, children will have lunch with their pod. Tables & chairs will be cleaned after each rotation.

A DAY IN PREK

(CONTINUED)

• NAPTIME:
• Mats will be spaced out during nap-time. We will use the larger centers area to keep children distanced.
• Every child will be given their own nap mat. Mats are designed to be easily cleaned and germ-free.

• TOYS:
• PreK students will be able to play with toys that can be easily wiped down or sprayed with a disinfectant. Considerations for this are to
have a tub with toys that are specific to that child for that day. At the end of the day, all toys are sanitized & children get a new tub the
next day.
• Centers area: We are still planning how the play time will look. We trust that the children can play as long as we can disinfect the area
before the next child plays – again please bear with us as we plan these details.

• PERSONAL SPACES & SUPPLIES:
• Children will have their own supply box with everything they need – no sharing of supplies.
• Children will sit in their own chair & space for instruction - no sharing of chairs or spaces assigned to the child.
• BACKPACKS & FOLDERS: We are considering NOT having backpacks or folders. This will help with having less to clean or worry about.

Any forms/homework will be sent home digitally. A daily behavior report will be digital as well.

• PreK students will only need on a daily basis:
ü Daily lunch box with snack & lunch
ü Spill-proof water bottle
ü Nap blanket & pillow on Monday mornings to go home Friday afternoons for a wash (Nap bag will be provided)
ü Anything else (ie. extra change of clothes, etc…) will be required to come in a plastic Ziploc bag.

VIRTUAL LEARNING OPTION
You have the option to do virtual learning from home. Please note what we have planned for this option:
• GOOGLE CLASSROOM:
• Assignments will be posted on Google Classroom for your convenience.
• We will walk you through how Google Classroom works at the beginning of the school.

• WEEKLY PACKETS:
• Weekly packets with all work that your child needs to learn at home will be available for pick up. They will also be
posted on Google Classroom for you to print at home.

• A NOTE ABOUT SYNCHRONOUS LEARNING:
• We are aware that synchronous learning may not be age-appropriate for our young preschoolers. The PreK team
will be developing a virtual option that is better suited for your PreK child. A remote class of no more than 30
minutes is the best option for your child at home. We are working towards this goal! We will communicate our
plans as soon as they are finished.

Please be reassured that we will work with you and are here for
you as we navigate life during a pandemic.
Your child’s safety is our priority, and we are committed to
keeping your children and each other safe while we are in school.
We will continue to send updates and further information in the
coming weeks as we prepare for the start of the school year.
We are looking forward to meeting you and your child!
May God bless you all,

THS PreK Team

